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Alex is originally from California, 

graduated from Yale University, and 
previously worked as a financial ana-
lyst and in a commercial real estate 
agency before deciding to pursue his 
love of the outdoors and taking a posi-
tion with the Trust for Public Land in 
Bozeman, MT. 

In Bozeman, Alex worked as a senior 
project manager for the Trust for Pub-
lic Land. He not only worked diligently 
to increase access to public lands, but 
also strived to secure Montana’s beau-
ty for many years to come. Alex did 
just that through his 16 years of work 
to protect the Madison and greater 
Yellowstone Area, which include the 
Taylor Fork in the Gallatin Canyon, 
Three Dollar Bridge, Chestnut Moun-
tain, and Frog Rock and the restora-
tion of O’Dell Creek in the Madison 
Valley. 

A large part of his success came from 
Alex’s remarkable ability to facilitate 
open dialogue and cooperation amongst 
different interest groups, such as land-
owners, government agencies, elected 
officials, and nonprofits. 

Alex was known as a man very pas-
sionate about his work and his efforts 
to preserve open spaces will have a 
lasting impact for many years to come. 
His heartfelt love for conservation can 
be understood by his own words: ‘‘It is 
unbelievable how proud people are of 
being involved in this (conservation) 
and that’s something you can’t put a 
price tag on. The rewards are entirely 
different. It is all about the heartfelt 
connection we have with the places we 
help conserve.’’ 

He worked on more than 55 projects 
and helped to preserve more than 
100,000 acres during his time with the 
Trust for Public Lands. Some of his ac-
complishments also include conserving 
23,000 acres of forested lands sur-
rounding Whitefish, MT. 

As a result of Alex’s efforts, there is 
also an abundance of wildlife habitat, 
water resources, and migratory cor-
ridors that are now secured in Mon-
tana. 

Despite Alex’s impressive achieve-
ments from his time with the Trust for 
Public Land, he kept a humble spirit 
and truly cared about the people he 
worked with. He considered the con-
cerns of others when making decisions 
and going about his work. He has been 
described by some of his colleagues as 
honest, warm, generous, creative, and 
extremely dedicated. 

Alex Diekmann, you will be greatly 
missed, but your legacy of conserva-
tion lives on. Thank you for doing 
what you did to keep the beauty of 
Montana secure for generations to 
come. Montanans thank you, and I 
thank you.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting a sundry nomination 
and treaties which were referred to the 
appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 10:03 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 3033. An act to require the President’s 
annual budget request to Congress each year 
to include a line item for the Research in 
Disabilities Education program of the Na-
tional Science Foundation and to require the 
National Science Foundation to conduct re-
search on dyslexia. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

At 12:55 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 677. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for annual cost-of- 
living adjustments to be made automatically 
by law each year in the rates of disability 
compensation for veterans with service-con-
nected disabilities and the rates of depend-
ency and indemnity compensation for sur-
vivors of certain service-connected disabled 
veterans, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 890. An act to revise the boundaries of 
certain John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System units in Florida. 

H.R. 2360. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the approval of cer-
tain programs of education for purposes of 
educational assistance provided by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 

H.R. 2915. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to identify mental health care 
and suicide prevention programs and metrics 
that are effective in treating women vet-
erans as part of the evaluation of such pro-
grams by the Secretary, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 3016. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make certain improvements 
in the laws administered by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs relating to health care, edu-
cational assistance, and vocational rehabili-
tation, to establish the Veterans Economic 
Opportunity and Transition Administration, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3036. An act to designate the National 
September 11 Memorial located at the World 
Trade Center site in New York City, New 
York, as a national memorial, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 3106. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make certain improvements 
in the administration of Department medical 
facility construction projects. 

H.R. 3234. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to evaluate the ability of each 
medical center of the Department to provide 
quality health care to veterans, to ensure 

that the Secretary improves such medical 
centers that are underperforming, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 3262. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of land of the Illiana Health Care Sys-
tem of the Department of Veterans Affairs in 
Danville, Illinois. 

H.R. 3894. An act to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to require the prompt notifica-
tion of State Child Protective Services by 
military and civilian personnel of the De-
partment of Defense required by law to re-
port suspected instances of child abuse and 
neglect. 

H.R. 4056. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to convey to the Florida 
Department of Veterans Affairs all right, 
title, and interest of the United States to the 
property known as ‘‘The Community Living 
Center’’ at the Lake Baldwin Veterans Af-
fairs Outpatient Clinic, Orlando, Florida. 

H.R. 4437. An act to extend the deadline for 
the submittal of the final report required by 
the Commission on Care. 
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MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 677. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for annual cost-of- 
living adjustments to be made automatically 
by law each year in the rates of disability 
compensation for veterans with service-con-
nected disabilities and the rates of depend-
ency and indemnity compensation for sur-
vivors of certain service-connected disabled 
veterans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 890. An act to revise the boundaries of 
certain John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System units in Florida; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

H.R. 2360. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the approval of cer-
tain programs of education for purposes of 
educational assistance provided by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 2915. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to identify mental health care 
and suicide prevention programs and metrics 
that are effective in treating women vet-
erans as part of the evaluation of such pro-
grams by the Secretary, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 3016. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make certain improvements 
in the laws administered by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs relating to health care, edu-
cational assistance, and vocational rehabili-
tation, to establish the Veterans Economic 
Opportunity and Transition Administration, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 3036. An act to designate the National 
September 11 Memorial located at the World 
Trade Center site in New York City, New 
York, as a national memorial, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

H.R. 3106. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make certain improvements 
in the administration of Department medical 
facility construction projects; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 3234. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to evaluate the ability of each 
medical center of the Department to provide 
quality health care to veterans, to ensure 
that the Secretary improves such medical 
centers that are underperforming, and for 
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